30 October
THE REELUXG INCIDENT
The Japanese Foreign Office spokesman has broadcast the
police version of the Keelung incident. He explained that he
did so because the British Press had been attacking the Jap-
anese police. According to him, the dispute occurred over a
taxi-cab fare. He alleged that three British naval ratings who
had taken a taxi-cab were so drunk that the police ccJa not
understand them, and took them to the police-station to sober
up. He denied that they \vere beaten. The British Ambassador
states that this version is quite at variance with the facts
reported to the British authorities, but declines to disclose the
facts because the affair is being re-examined. Reports in non-
British quarters declare that the seamen were sitting in a cafe
when the police appeared and said that they had not paid
the taxi-driver. The seamen went to the police station to
make their statements and were severely beaten. When they
were released, one man had a broken jaw.
FASTEST FLIGHT ACROSS THE ATLANTIC
Mr. James Mollison completed the fastest flight across the
Atlantic in an American aeroplane which two years ago had to
be withdrawn from the race to Australia and subsequently had
to abandon the project to make a fast flight over the same route.
With the help of favourable winds the easterly crossing was
made in 13 hours 17 minutes.
M. SALENGRO
Some weeks ago the Paris newspaper Gringoire started a
campaign against M. Salengro, Minister of the Interior, alleg-
ing that he was sentenced to death by default as a deserter
during the war. M. Salengro replied that he was taken prisoner
while trying to rescue a wounded comrade between the lines,
and, having disappeared, was automatically tried in his absence
and sentenced for presumed desertion, but in fact, far from
suffering sentence from the French, he was imprisoned by the
Germans for refusing to work in one of their munition factories.
M. Blum, at the request of M. Salengro, has asked 3VL Daladier,
Minister of War, to hand over the record of the case to General
Gamelin, Chief of the General Staff, so that it may be ex-
amined with the assistance of representatives of the National
Federation of Ex-soldiers and other ex-soldiers' associations.
The committee has now met and reported that the charges of the
Gringoire are baseless.
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